
FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
By now everyone should have 
received a letter home announcing 

my intention to resign from my 
current position as Principal of 

Chatham Primary School.  I have 

reached this decision after much 
discussion and reflection on the best 

outcomes for me and my family. My 
current superannuation scheme 

offers a very attractive financial 

arrangement if I resign before my 
55th birthday.  I would like to stress 

again that I am not retiring - I am 
actually resigning from my current 

position. I very much need to and 
want to keep working in the 

education field for many years to 

come, but these financial benefits are 
really too good to let go. So, after I 

resign, I will be considering my 
options and will be applying for any 

suitable vacant Principal positions. My 

last day of school will be in the 
second last week of this term, 

Tuesday 8th September. My decision 
has nothing to do with the school. I 

absolutely love being the Principal of 

Chatham. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
the last 4½ years I have spent as 

Principal of this great school. 
 

EARLY MORNING ARRIVALS  
I am still very concerned about the 

number of students who are arriving 

at school very early in the morning. 
They are often sitting or standing in 

the school yard by themselves and 
over these cold winter months they 

must be freezing. I have stated in 

previous newsletters that teachers 
are not officially on duty until 

8:45am.  A teacher does not start 
supervising the yard until this time. If 

you need to drop your children off at 
school before 8:30am then I would 

strongly encourage parents to 

consider booking their children into 
Before School Care where they can 

be properly supervised. 

HOOPTIME BASKETBALL  
COMPETITION  

Congratulations to the 3 Year 5 & 6 

teams who won their grand finals at 
last Thursdayôs Hooptime Basketball 

Competition.  Our Year 5 Boys All 
Stars team, Year 6 Girls All Stars 

team and the Future Stars team all 
won their sections and will now 

progress onto the Regional Finals. 

Thank you to all the parents who 
assisted and supported the teams on 

the day.  The Year 3 & 4 teams will 
be playing at Nunawading on Friday 

next week in their Hooptime 

competition. 
 

COOPERATIVE GENERAL 
MEETING  

In 2005, as part of our Stage 2 
Building Works, the School Council 

decided to undertake some extra 

work. The schools used some of its 
financial reserves but needed more 

money. Schools are not allowed to 
borrow money so a Cooperative was 

formed to borrow $200,000 on behalf 

of the school. Many parents at the 
time became members and 

guarantors of this loan.  It was based 
on the notion that the fundraising 

efforts over the next 10 years would 

be used to pay off this loan by the 
people who would be using these 

wonderful facilities. The extra works 
included installing the wooden floor 

in the hall, construction of the 
entrance foyer and toilets, audio 

visual equipment and extensive 

landscaping outside.   
 

The Cooperative Board has been 
elected by the Cooperative members 

to oversee the running of this 
Cooperative and ensure that the 

necessary funds are available to 
service the repayments of the loan. 

This Board meets at least 4 times a 

year and reports directly to the 
Department of Justice - Consumer 

Affairs.  
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The current members of the Board 

are Paul Townsend, Paul OôGrady, 
Cameron Dowling, Richard Sharp 

and Stephen Rothwell. At last 
weekôs Cooperative Broad meeting 

we ñcooptedò Richard Sharp onto 

the Board due to the resignation of 
one of the board members, Michael 

Neilson.   
 

The Chatham Primary School 
Cooperativeôs Annual General 

Meeting is to be held on Thursday 

10th September, 7:30pm in the 
schoolôs staff room. All members of 

the schoolôs Cooperative are invited 
to attend this meeting at which the 

audited accounts and the 

Presidentôs Report will be 
presented. 

 
Three positions on this board are 

declared vacant and nominations 
called for from this date to fill these 

3 vacant positions. The three board 

members whose positions become 
vacant this term are Stephen 

Rothwell, Paul OôGrady and Richard 
Sharp. If you are a co-operative 

member and are interested in 

nominating for one of these vacant 
positions then please collect a 

nomination form can from the 
school office. All nominations are 

due back by Thursday 20th August 

2009. 
 

LIFE EDUCATION VAN  
The Life Education Van is arriving 

at our school next week to work 
with students in Prep to Year 2. 

The program will focus on the 

human body, different body 
systems and various aspects of 

drug education and peer pressure. 
The parent information session has 

been organised for next Monday 

morning at 9:15am in the Life 
Education Van. 
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2010 SCHOOL TERMS  

Term 1    
    27th January (staff begins) to 26th March  

    1st February (Years 1 -  6 students start)  
    2nd February (2010 Preps start)  

Term 2  12 April to 25 June 

Term 3  12 July to 17 September 

Term 4  4 October to 17 December 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                      Continued from page 1 
 

NATIONAL TREE PLANTI NG DAY 

As part of National Tree Planting Day we are having a big ñplant upò on this coming Friday. Students from 3 grades 
will be involved in planting new indigenous plants along the new garden beds, inside the new fence. We will be 

planting up the 3 garden beds with new tube stock that was purchased through a small grant from the Borroondara 
Council and some established bottle brushes that have been kindly donated by our local Acorn Nursery. Thank you 

to Suzette Hosken, Sue Doherty and our student Environment Leaders for coordinating this day. 

 
YEAR 3 WORKING BEE  

Thank you to the families who were able to spare the time to come along to school last Saturday morning to help 
clean up the grounds and carry out a number of maintenance jobs, including the establishing of our new garden 

beds.  The next working bee is scheduled for all Year 2 families on Saturday 22nd August. 
 

JEANS FOR GENES DAY 

Thursday next week, August 6th is Jeans for Genes Day at our school. The Junior School Council have organised this 
social service event which allows students to wear some denim as part of the casual dress day and ask them to 

make a gold coin donation to support Childrenôs Genetic Research. 
 

STEPHEN ROTHWELL -  PRINCIPAL  

ASHTON SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB  

DUE BACK TOMORROW -  
FRIDAY, 31ST JULY  

Please place your completed order form, making sure 
you include your childôs name and class details, 

with payment in a sealed envelope marked ñBookclubò.  

Either hand to your class teacher or place in the  box at 
the office by 9 am, next Friday, 31st July.   Please 

make cheques payable to Chatham Primary School.   

STEPHEN ROTHWELL 
 

No doubt everyone was surprised to receive the news of Mr. Rothwellôs proposed resignation as Principal from 8 

September 2009. It comes about as a result of a narrow window of opportunity available to Mr. Rothwell to access a 

specific superannuation entitlement upon resignation at a particular point in his life.  
 

As Mr. Rothwell said in his letter to Chatham Parents on Tuesday, he thought long and hard before making the 
decision. It was particularly difficult, given his passion for the school and the school community. Mr. Rothwell is not 

retiring. He has many years ahead of him and wants to continue his lifelong contribution to the education system. It 
is open to Mr. Rothwell to apply for the vacant position which will be created by his resignation.  

 

I am sure that everyone in the school community respects the decision and will give Mr. Rothwell every support over 
the next 6 weeks. 

 
The process for the selection and appointment of a Principal to fill the vacancy left as a result of Mr. Rothwellôs 

resignation is regulated by Department Policy. School Council must establish a 5 member selection panel which is 

constituted by two nominees of the Secretary of the Department (one of whom must be a practicing principal with 
relevant experience), a staff member elected from all the Chatham staff, myself and one other member of School 

Council. The selection panel, through School Council, makes a recommendation to the Secretary of the Department. 
Ultimate responsibility for the appointment lies with the Secretary.  

 

Like appointments to any senior position, the process is confidential. Members of School Council and members of the 
selection panel are required to give specific confidentiality undertakings. This is essential to ensure the integrity of 

the selection process and, naturally, to protect the interests of applicants and all others involved.  
 

The position is likely to be advertised in mid -September and I expect that an appointment will be made with effect 
from early November. If any one has any questions at all, please feel free to approach me. In the meantime, I will 

keep the school community informed, in so far as Departmental Policy allows. 

 
PAUL OôGRADY 

PRESIDENT SCHOOL COUNCIL  
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CANTEEN CORNER 

 
 

ROSTER: 
 

FRIDAY  31 ST JULY Andrea Barker    Cathy Townsend  Rosie Gucciardo       Tonya Wild (AM)    
  

MONDAY 3RD AUGUST  Alison Meikle  
 

WEDNESDAY 5TH AUGUST Stephanieôs Team  
 

FRIDAY  7TH AUGUST MaryAnne Ireland Sarah Andrews  Claire Longmuir  Nicole       Mel   
 

h For this term we are making Hot Milo at the canteen, for recess or lunch.  Please BYO re-useable, named, 

clean drinking container or flask and place it in the basket in the morning with your order.    Cost:  $1.60  

h If you can help in canteen on a Monday once a month please let me know. 
h Next Canteen Meeting is on Monday, 17th August at 3pm - all welcome. 

 

MARYANNE IRELAND - CANTEEN MANAGER 

LIFE EDUCATION VAN  

  3RD TO 5TH AUGUST 
 

The Life Education Van is arriving at our school on Friday, 31st July to work with students in Prep to Year 2 from 

Monday, 3rd August to Wednesday 5th August.  
 

The students participate in carefully planned and sequential lessons that cover the various systems of the human 
body, healthy eating and lifestyles, drug education, safety and personal awareness.   
 

Please note that a parent information session will be held on Monday, 3rd August starting at 9:15am in 

the Life Education Van.   Please complete the reply slip below and return to the school office tomorrow - Friday, 31st 

July 
 

DIANA MILLER -  LIFE EDUCATION COORDINATO R 

CHATHAM COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP  

(A MEMBER OF ñPRAYER GROUPS  
FOR SCHOOLS AUSTRALIAò) 

Chatham Community Prayer Group meets each 
month to pray for students, staff, the local community 

and the CRE Program. We pray for general programs 

and events and for specific needs, if requested. Both 
school parents and some CRE teachers attend this 

group.  This will be followed by morning tea.  All are 
warmly welcome, including young children.  

Date: Thursday 13th August. 

Time: After school drop off - 9.15 am. 

Venue: To be announced next week. 

Prayer time and morning tea to follow.  

All warmly welcome, including young children. 

Enquiries to Rosalie Milne  

PLEASE COMPLETE AND  RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE BY TOMORROW , FRIDAY , 31 ST JULY 

LIFE EDUCATION VAN  
PARENT INFORMATION SESSION - MONDAY, 3RD AUGUST  

 

Yes, I will be attending the Life Education Parent Information Session on Monday, 3rd August at 9:15 am to be held 

in the Life Education Van 
 

Parent Name: ___________________________________ 
 

Eldest Childôs Name _________________________ 

SENIOR HOOPTIME BASK ETBALL 

Last Thursday 23rd July approximately 74 year 
5 & 6 students participated in the McDonalds 

Hooptime Basketball competition at 
Nunawading. There were 4 schools competing, each 

entering several teams.   Chatham had a great day as 

we had three teams that won their final and will 
progress to the next stage. Congratulations to the 

Year 5 boys All Stars, the Year 6 girls All Stars 
and the FutureStars 1 or the Chatham Tigers 

who all won their final.   
 

It was a great day smoothly run and once again 
Chatham students displayed excellent sportsmanship 

and team spirit throughout the tournament. Thank you 

to all the teachers and parents who coached a team 
and/or helped with the scoring.  
 

AB TORNATORA - P.E TEACHER    



DOWN  THE TRACK 

FRIDAY  31 ST JULY 

Woodwork Incursion - Prep to Year 4 
 

MONDAY 3RD AUGUST 
Life Ed Van - Prep to Year 2 

Parent Information Session Life Ed - 9.15 am 
 

TUESDAY 4TH AUGUST 
Life Ed Van - Prep to Year 2 
 

WEDNESDAY 5TH AUGUST 

Life Ed Van - Prep to Year 2 
 

THURSDAY 6TH AUGUST 
Jeans for Genes Day - Wear Denim - Gold Coin Donation 

Monthly Munchies Morning Tea 
Deakin Social Skills Program - Years 3 & 4 
 

FRIDAY  7TH AUGUST 

Hooptime (Yrs 3 & 4) - Nunawading 
 

TUESDAY 11 TH AUGUST 
Parents Club Meeting - 9.10 am 
 

THURSDAY 13 TH AUGUST 

Deakin Social Skills Program - Years 3 & 4 

Day of Notables - Parent Information Session - 3.30pm*  
(*Please note change of date)  

 

MONDAY 17 TH AUGUST 

School Council Meeting - 7 pm 
 

THURSDAY 20 TH AUGUST 
Deakin Social Skills Program - Years 3 & 4 
 

FRIDAY  21 ST AUGUST 

Ceres Excursion Years 5 & 6 
 

SATURDAY 22 ND AUGUST 
Year 2 Working Bee 
 

MONDAY 24 TH TO FRIDAY  28 TH AUGUST -  BOOK WEEK 

TUESDAY 25 TH AUGUST 
Year 5 & 6 Science Incursion 
 

WEDNESDAY 26 TH AUGUST 

Book Week Incursion - whole school 
 

THURSDAY 27 TH AUGUST 
Book Week - Dress Up Parade 
 

FRIDAY  28 TH AUGUST 

District Athletic Sports Years 4 to 6 Rieschieckôs Reserve  
 

SATURDAY 29 TH AUGUST 
Parents Club Trivia Night - 7.30 pm sharp 
 

THURSDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 

Monthly Munchies 
 

FRIDAY  4TH SEPTEMBER 

Safety House Day 
 

MONDAY 7TH TO THURSDAY 17 TH SEPTEMBER 

Prep to Year 4 Swimming Program 
 

FRIDAY  18 TH SEPTEMBER 

Term 3 ends - 2.30 pm 

    Chatham Primary School   
Parents Club  
proudly presents  

the 2009 Trivia Night  
                    ñGO FOR GOLDò 
                   SATURDAY, 29TH AUGUST  

The world famous Chatham Trivia Night is on 
again.  Get your table of 12 together and come 

dressed to the theme ñGO FOR GOLDò.   $15.00 
per person -  BYO Drinks and Snacks  
 

Forms are available from the school office. Please 

return form to school office by Friday 21st August to 
the School Office.  If paying by cheque, please make 

payable to CPSC Parents Club Fundraising .  
 

INQUIRIES TO KRISTIN CHESTER OR  

JANET ARMOUR  

PARENTS CLUB 

CHATHAM YELLOW PAGES 
We are developing a Chatham Yellow 

Pages  with the opportunity for Chatham Families to list 
their business in the directory. To be in the directory 

you will need to submit a business card or business 

card sized ad to the office with $2 enclosed to cover the 
costs of photocopying. Label the envelope CHATHAM 

YELLOW PAGES. The closing date is this Friday, 31st 
July. 

 
SARA SCOTT - PRESIDENT PARENTS CLUB  

YEAR 5 CHEESE & WINE NIGHT  

 
Where:   Debbie & Richard Sharpôs home -  

 100 Croydon Road Surrey Hills 

When:   Friday 21st August 
 

Please put the date in your diary.   
More details to follow.  Hope you can join us.  

 
PAULINE COTRUZZOLA, DEBBIE SHARP &  

NICOLA SOMERS ï CLASS REPS 

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM  

This week in art classes, Prep to Year 4 
students have been doing woodwork.   

They have worked very hard sawing and 
measuring to make boats, planes and 

houses.   We have all had a great time. 

 
LISA GILBERT & DEB FOSTER  

VISUAL ART TEACHERS  

PARENTS CLUB MOVIE NIGHT  

Thank you to Cathy Elliott and Jacqui Butcher 
for organising the childrenôs Film Night on 

Saturday 25th July.   It was a huge success - 
yet again. 

 

SARA SCOTT - PRESIDENT PARENTS CLUB  
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CANTERBURY GUIDES ï GIRLS 5+  

CANTERBURY GUIDE HAL L 
Looking for fun activities for your daughter 

to do with other girls on a weekly basis?  
Well then Guides may be for her!  Guides is 

run on Tuesday nights at the Canterbury 

Guide Hall, Faversham Road, Canterbury where we 
offer many exciting and different activities.  The girls 

make new friends, learn new games, make crafts, cook, 
have theme nights, learn life and leadership skills and 

ultimately have lots of fun and laughs! If Tuesday night 
doesnôt suit, still call, there may be other units I can put 

you in touch with.  
 

If interested please contact Helen Reid on 9899 6364.  

SURREY HILLS BAPTIST  

CHILDRENôS CENTRE AND  
CLINICAL FAMILY THER APISTS  

MAUREEN SLOAN & RUTH EISMONTAS  
Are presenting a Parenting Course entitled óHow To Talk 

So Kids Will Listenô. This course will assist parents in 

building positive relationships with their children and in 
developing their childrenôs emotional intelligence and 

self esteem.  In addition, there will be tips and 
strategies to elicit cooperation and to promote the 

effective delivery of discipline.  The course will be held 
at the Surrey Hills Baptist Childrenôs Centre on Thursday 

July 30th, August 6th, 13th and 20th. The fees are $80 

for individuals, $130 for couples and $50 for concession 
card holders.  The fee covers the 4 sessions, 

refreshments and handouts.   
 

ENQUIRIES: Surrey Hills Baptist Childrenôs Centre 

Glenice or Melissa on 9890 0788 

EDUCATION MAINTENANC E ALLOWANCE 

 

 

 
 

I NSTALMENT  TWO  
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to 
assist eligible families with the costs associated with the 
education of their children.  To be eligible for receipt of the 
EMA you must: 

§ be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary 

school student up to the age of sixteen; and  

§ be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, 

allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 
Concessions Act 2004 or  be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) 
pensioner or  be a foster parent.  

 

The second instalment of the Education Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA) payment is due from mid-August onwards 
for those parents/guardians who have chosen the EFT 
payment option on their application form at the start of the 
year. 
 

Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA 
application at the beginning of the year do not need 
to lodge another EMA application to receive the 
second instalment EMA payment.  
 

Any parent/guardian wishing to change from a cheque 
payment to an EFT payment will need to submit a new 
application form to the school for processing. All 
Applications close on 7 August 2009 . 
 

Parents/guardians who have chosen the cheque payment 
option will receive their payment from late August / early 
September. 
 

Further information can be obtained from: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatschool/ema/
default.htm .   
 

Contact Felicity in the School Office for an application form or for 
further information.  

RISING STARS TENNIS SERIESRISING STARS TENNIS SERIES 

A new exciting tennis program where 
your child can learn and enjoy tennis at 

school.  Friendly, qualified pro-tennis 
coaches run the program at the school.   

 

The program runs over 6 weeks per term and each new 

student will receive a FREE tennis racquet on 
enrolment. 

Time: 8:00 am to 8:40 am  

When: Wednesday 5th August to  
  Wednesday 9th September 

Cost $60:00 including GST 
Venue: Chatham Primary School 

 

Contact Linda at Kelly Tennis on 1300 558 303 or 
linda@kellytennis.com.au or 

www.kellytennis.com.au  

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED  

FOR EXCHANGE STUDENTS 
We are hoping that you and your family are 

intersted in the idea of choosing an ex-
change student to come and live with you for a half, 

one or even two semesters, sharing your lifestyle with a 

15-18 year old girl or boy from Italy, Germany, France, 
Belgium, Holland, Japan, Brazil...So if you can afford 

one extra at mealtimes, which is almost the only cost to 
you, have a spare bed and wish to make an overseas 

friend, possibly for life, I'd be very pleased to hear from 
you - (03)97584279. 
 

KLAUS SCHUMANN -  

WEP COMMUNITY COORDI NATOR 
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