
 
 Vacation Happenings at Chatham 
 
 Welcome back to another wonderful year at Chatham Primary School. It was marvellous to arrive back in January 
 and see the progress of our grounds and facilities and the care taken by our school community to ensure the 
 continuing stewardship of our school. Again, I thank Peter Manning our part time maintenance person for his 
 attention to our school and the families who readily assisted with the watering of our plants and the care of our 

animals. It was fabulous to see the watering system in operation again on our oval and the attention given to the thriving and growing 
plants at the front of our school. This area is proving a fantastic resource for our school and our amphitheatre continues to be 
timetabled for use, given the demand on using it over the course of the week. 
 
I also take this opportunity to applaud and thank our staff, many of whom spent considerable days of the vacation in preparing their 
classrooms and learning areas, particularly in the last week. On Wednesday 19th January 2022 our student requisites arrived and 
were collected by parents on the following Tuesday and Thursday from the school hall. Again, I thank our office staff for their efficient 
and prompt attention to the organisation of these matters for our students and parents. 
 

On Friday 28th January a great deal was covered with our staff in relation to organisational matters; the implementation of the 

Resilience Project and First Aid.  Again, in the coming weeks more information about the Resilience Project will be provided by our 

Wellbeing Coordinator, Jessica Wilson. I am pleased to advise that the four hours of First Aid Training involved all staff, including a 

number of our Casual Relief Teachers and Casual Integration Aides. This involved all staff receiving training in the areas of CPR, 

asthma, anaphylaxis, epilepsy and amongst other matters, allergies. Again, we are delighted that with the support of parents’ 

contributions our two-part time Division 1 nurses in Ms Karen Scanlin and Ms Karen Smith continue to provide additional care and 

support to address the myriad of health matters presented by our students. 

Compass Communications 

Over the last few days, you will have received Compass communications on all manner of matters. I will continue to use this approach 
in order that communications can be timely and relevant. Whilst a great deal rests on the changing approaches to COVID – 19 there 
are many communications that need to occur at this time. Please continue to read these important communications. 
 
COVID – 19 Approaches, Organisation and Readiness 

The ongoing pandemic continues to create some inordinate challenges for us at this time. Preparations continued from mid-January 

2022 with the arrival of 26 Air Purifiers. Together with Peter Manning we were able to place these in all classrooms and learning 

areas, office areas, staff meeting places and adjoining spaces. This was a considerable task, and we need to monitor and take 

direction about the procedures to be put in place to regularly clean filters and attend to other maintenance issues. Additionally, on 

Friday 28th January 2022 I am pleased to advise that we received enough Rapid Antigen Test kits for all students and staff. This was a 

great relief, and I am pleased that we were in fact given sufficient supplies. I expect that by Thursday 10th February we will receive the 

second lot of supplies for distribution on or before Monday 14th February 2022. What occurs subsequent to this date is still unclear at 

this stage. 

School begins – Monday 31st January 2022 

On Monday morning we were again reminded of the journey beginning not only by our students in Years 1-6 but also our Preparatory 

students who commenced with their teachers Ms Corinne Slade and Ms Sarah Medland. Typically, these students, many of whom had 

been in the school on previous transition experiences, adapted readily and happily without ceremony. Later it was enjoyable and 

refreshing for Georgie Kirwan and myself to meet up with many of the parents of Preparatory students at the James Street Park for the 

annual Tears and Cheers experience. I was pleased to note that there were not too many tears, or if so, they had dried up and 

replaced by some positive camaraderie by the time I got there. It was valuable to share some thoughts about the school and express 

thoughts about our plans ahead. Again, I thank the actions of our Parents’ Club in ensuring this opportunity was provided for our 

parents of Preparatory students. 
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Whilst an enormous amount of preparation occurs well before school commences, the next few weeks promises to be very engaging. 
The following are some of the key events for the next two weeks. This information will also be provided on our website at 
www.chathamps.vic.edu.au 
 

 
 
Canteen arrangements for February 2022 

Currently Ms Konstantina Halastanis, our Canteen Manager is on extended leave. As a result, there will be no Canteen for the month 

of February. Given COVID-19 complexities and other matters it is not possible for us to replace Ms Halastanis at this time. We will 

continue to keep you informed about matters as we make longer term planning arrangements, where this is deemed to be needed. 

Year 6 Camp – Lakewood Park, East Gippsland 7th – 11th February 2022 

At the time of writing, we continue to be in the final preparations for our Year 6 Camp to Lakewood Park, East Gippsland. We 
continue to work closely with the Camp personnel to ensure COVID Safe practices and to address the requirements of the 
Department of Education and Training at this time. We are delighted that we can provide these experiences for our students, who 
because of COVID-19 restrictions over the last two years have missed out on the opportunity to attend their usual Year 4 and Year 5 
Camp experience in 2020 and 2021. This Camp has been attended to by Chatham students for many years and offers exceptional 
opportunities for students at this level. The organisation and school-based arrangements to conduct a school camp are now 
considerable and I convey our appreciation of those attending but also those back at school in order to ensure it can happen. On this 
occasion Mr Fernandez, Mrs Wilson, Ms Minshull and Ms Dolence will be attending the experience over the five days. I am hopeful 
that I will visit the school camp on Tuesday 8th February, when our students enjoy the most specialised water activities. In order to 
accommodate this experience, there will be some changes to staffing arrangements. Mr Zac Barry will remain at school and assume 
responsibility for Year 3WD. 
 

Again, whilst no Rapid Antigen Testing is required at the school camp for students, we ask that all students be tested on the Monday 

morning of 7th February, prior to leaving Chatham Primary School at approximately 8:30am. 

Out of School Hours Care Provider – Team Kids 

We are delighted with the appointment of Team Kids as our new provider at Chatham Primary School. In recent times considerable 

information has been provided by Team Kids to our community including the appointment of Director of Services, Ms Takara Huggar. 

Increasingly program information will be made available to our community that reflects the diversity and opportunities available for 

our students. Importantly there is a considerable refocus upon the provision of Out of School Hours Care at this time. Whilst the 

provision of high quality of care is paramount, we also seek to have a provider that offers recreational interests and extracurricular 

activities and programs that creates enriched opportunities for our students. In the coming days together with members of our 

Services Committee of School Council we will be meeting with personnel from Team Kids to explore these future opportunities. 

 

 

Date Event 

Monday 7 Feb 2022 • Year 6 departing to Lakewood Park Camp 

Wednesday 9 Feb 2022 • Preparatory Testing – No Preparatory Students at School 

Friday 11 Feb 2022 • Year 6 Students return from Camp 

Monday 14 Feb 2022 • 5:00pm Finance Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 16 Feb 2022 
• House Swimming – Bialik College 9:30am – 1:00pm (Yrs 4 – 6) 

• Preparatory Testing – No Preparatory Students at School 

Monday 21 Feb 2022 
• Parent/Teacher Discussions 

• School Council Meeting 7:00pm 

Tuesday 22 Feb 2022 • Parent/Teacher Discussions 

Wednesday 23 Feb 2022 
• Preparatory Testing – No Preparatory Students at School 

• District Swimming Boroondara Sports Complex – Selected Students Only 

Thursday 24 Feb 2022 • School Photo’s 

Monday 28 Feb 2022 • Preparatory Commence Full Week 

http://www.chathamps.vic.edu.au


  
Staffing and Organisational matters for 2022 

I am pleased to advise that this has not changed since December 2021 and given below is the profile of our school at this stage. I am 
hopeful that despite COVID-19 challenges that we continue to enjoy great stability in the times ahead. At this stage there are still some 
matters to be finalised pending student enrolment numbers and the limits of the 2022 Student Resource Package (DET Global Budget 
for Chatham Primary School). 
 
Also detailed below are the days in which some part time staff are in attendance and the leadership functions of personnel. In an 
intense and active school such as Chatham, there are a range of leadership expectations from staff commensurate with their skills, 
interests and classification. 
 

Again, we welcome back Mrs Hannah Scantleton as one of our Year 4/5 teachers, who was previously Ms Matheson, prior to taking 

family leave. We also convey our best wishes to Mrs Madeline Barry who has left Chatham Primary School today to resume family 

leave. 

Confirmation of Staffing Arrangements for 2022 

Preparatory CS Corinne Slade Monday to Friday 

Year P1M Sarah Medland Monday to Friday 

Year 1AB Anita Buccieri Monday to Friday 

Year 2KB Kirstie Briggs Monday to Friday 

Year 2LM Lorraine McLean Monday to Friday 

Year 3SN Sam Norris Monday to Friday 

Year 3DW 
Tanya Dolence 
Jessica Wilson 

Wednesday / Thursday / Friday 
Monday / Tuesday 

Year 45M 
Sue Minshull 
Vivianne Twigg 

Thursday / Friday 
Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday 

Year 45S Hannah Scantleton Monday to Friday 

 Year 45Y Rose Yodgee Monday to Friday 

Year 6ZB Zac Barry Monday to Friday 

Year 6RF Rafael Fernandez Monday to Friday 

Japanese Cathie Bradford Wednesday / Thursday / Friday 

Music Tanya Dolence Monday / Tuesday 

Physical Education and Sport  Jessica Wilson Wednesday / Thursday / Friday 

Tutoring Program Sue Minshull Tuesday / Wednesday 

Karen Smith / Karen Scanlin School Nursing Monday to Friday 

Peter Manning School Maintenance Tuesday / Friday 

Dimitra Ouliaris Business Manager Monday to Friday 

Judy Holland Office Administration Monday to Friday 

Tina Casey Office Administration Monday – Wednesday 

Mainak Roy IT Specialist Technician Monday / Wednesday / Friday 

Konstantina Halastanis School Canteen Monday / Wednesday / Friday 

Kristin Chester Education Aide Monday / Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday 

Janet Clarke Education Aide Tuesday / Wednesday / Friday 

Lynda Gould Education Aide Thursday / Friday 

Andrea McLeod Education Aide Monday / Wednesday 

Leda Semercioglu Education Aide Monday / Thursday / Friday 

Shaina Webb Education Aide Tuesday / Thursday / Friday 

Georgie Kirwan Assistant Principal Monday to Friday 

Christopher Cotching Principal Monday to Friday 



  

Preparatory Testing and arrangements – Wednesdays – February 2022 

It has been delightful for our Preparatory students to experience two short days: a Wednesday away from school and two further full 
days in their first week. For the period of February Preparatory students will not attend school on Wednesday’s. This is now common in 
Victorian schools and enables Preparatory teachers to conduct important testing on individual students on these Wednesdays. During 
this time students complete diagnostic testing in relation to speaking and listening, reading and writing and mathematics. Importantly, 
this time also enables Preparatory teachers to build a close relationship with each Preparatory student. 
 
Parent Teachers Discussions – Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd February 

In normal circumstances these are usually held twice a year in February and late June for Preparatory to Year 6. During the COVID-19 
lockdowns and related periods these Parent Teacher Discussions were held by use of the WebEx platform. This platform is preferred 
for use by the Department of Education and Training. Given that COVID-19 restrictions are still in place, I expect that we will use this 
platform again in February this year. The purpose of these discussions is for parents to share important information about their children 
to their child’s new class teacher or teachers. Over the last week our staff have conducted student ‘handover’ meetings with teachers 
from 2021, to ensure that they are informed of the progress and needs of individual students. More information about these Parent 
Teacher Discussions will be provided shortly. 
 
School Council Elections 2022 

It is perhaps worth providing some background information at this time about School Council.  This School Council Election process 
occurs each year in all Victorian Government Schools and follows very strict requirements and regulations in implementation. I expect 
that I will have more information about School Council Elections soon. At Chatham Primary School our School Council comprises of 
eight elected parent members; two co-opted parent members who are chosen by the elected School Council and four elected 
Department of Education and Training representatives, in addition to the principal, who performs the role of Executive Officer. Usually, 
the terms on School Council are for two years with approximately half of the School Council completing their tenure each year. I have 
included a Schedule 7 document with this newsletter that identifies the composition of the School Council and those members whose 
tenure will be expired in March 2022. At this stage on the basis of Schedule 7 there will be four parent vacancies: two Department of 
Education and Training vacancies and two vacancies for community co-option. An additional parent vacancy will also exist because of 
the relocation of Ms Maggie Cusdin to another area of metropolitan Melbourne. 
 
Over the last two years the functionality of School Councils has been somewhat disrupted by the management of the pandemic. In 
usual circumstances School Council meets at least eight times per year. In between meetings the School Council is supported by the 
work of a number of committees which at Chatham comprise Buildings and Grounds, Communication and School Development, 
Education, Finance, Fundraising and Services. Again, we will be considering carefully how these Committees of School Council are 
able to function in 2022. 
 
In addition to the School Council the school has an active Parents’ Club. This is a separate organisation from the School Council and 
has its own constitution and processes. Nevertheless, the fundraising and / or social events that are conducted by the Parents Club 
must be approved by the School Council. Similarly, the funds raised by the Parents’ Club and any expenditure thereof must be 
approved by the School Council. Currently Mr Daniel Heath is our School Council President and Ms Belinda Dalton is the President of 
our Parents Club. 
 
Again, further information will be provided and formalised in the coming weeks along with a detailed and highly regulated School 
Council Election process. 
 
Privacy Policy – Department of Education and Training 

Please be advised that we are obliged to provide the updated Privacy Policy on an annual basis to all parents. This was uploaded on to 
our web site on Wednesday morning and a copy is included with this newsletter for your interest. I trust this clarifies matters regarding 
the use of information sought by the school. 
 
We are hopeful of course that the year ahead can be as normal as possible. I will continue to keep you informed as matters develop in 
the coming weeks. 

 

Christopher Cotching 
Principal 

 

 

 

 



  

 






















