
 
As we come to the end of this term, I am grateful that we have been able to maintain our classroom and specialists programs 
despite the impact of COVID and Influenza on schools, particularly as we now face a significant shortage of teachers across 
Victoria. 
 
It has continued to be an engaging, eventful, and successful Term as we have progressed our school and been driven to 
excel in so many areas. 
 

Just a few brief matters of interest. 
 
Staffing Matters 
 
We wish Mrs Jessica Wilson the greatest of enjoyment as she takes leave for Terms Three and Four. We are extremely grateful for the 
drive, commitment and capacities Mrs Wilson has brought to the role in 2022 of Physical Education and Sports Teacher and also as 
generalist teacher of Year 3DW. I am delighted to advise that Ms Catherine Townsend will replace Mrs Wilson in Year 3DW on Mondays 
and Tuesdays. Ms Townsend is well known to our students, staff and parents. 
 

At this stage we are in the process of selecting a replacement for the Physical Education and Sport role for Terms Three and Four. We have 

advertised extensively and are in a selection process at the time of writing. I hope to advise you as appropriate early in Term Three of the 

appointment. 

Parent Teacher Discussions – An opportunity Not To Be Missed 

At the time of writing these are continuing and, if for some reason you have missed this opportunity this week, please contact your child’s 
teacher to make another mutually acceptable time early in Term Three. This will be done via WebEx for the foreseeable future. Additionally, 
I would urge parents to refer to the Areas for Future Learning detailed for their child in Mathematics and English. In most cases there exists 
a real and plausible opportunity for parents to use experiences at home or in community interactions to further these areas for their child.  
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Diary Dates 

Date Event 

Monday 11 July • Term 3 Commences 

Wednesday 13 July • Year 4/5 Excursion to Chinese Museum 

Thursday 14 July • Parent Helpers Course Prep – Year 2, 9:30 – 10:30am 

Monday 18 July • Finance Committee Meeting 5:00 – 6:00pm 

Tuesday 19 July • Year 6 Excursion to CERES 

Thursday 21 July • Free Dress Day (all students) – Fundraiser for Cancer Research (Gold Coin Donation) 

Friday 22 July • Professional Practice Day - No Students at School 

Wednesday 27 July • AFL Girls Boroondara Division 

Friday 29 July • Chatham Parents Club Meeting 9:15 – 10:15am 

Mon 1 – Fri 12 Aug • Prep – Year 6 Intensive Swimming Program – Bialik College 

Monday 8 August • Finance Committee Meeting 5:00 – 6:00pm 

Wednesday 10 August 
• Years 4-6 House Athletics Carnival – Bill Sewart Athletics Track, Burwood East 

• Communication & School Development Committee Meeting 5:00 – 6:00pm 

Monday 15 August • School Council Meeting 7:00 – 9:00pm 

Thursday 25 August • District Athletics - selected students only 

Friday 26 August • Curriculum Day - No Students at School 



  
Professional Practice Days – Term Three and Four 

You will be aware that the following dates are remaining as Curriculum Days for 2022. All schools have four of such days per year and 
students do not attend school on these days. 
 

• Friday 26th August 2022 

• Friday 17th November 2022 
 

As of Monday 20th June 2022, I have received direction from the Department of Education and Training that teachers are to be provided two 
professional practice days for 2022 as part of their entitlement under the proposed Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2022. The DET 
has decreed that to ease the burden and cost of replacement teaching staff, the Professional Practice Day for Term Three can be held on a 
common day for all teachers in a school. After consultation with the School Council and Teaching Staff, I have decided that this day will be 
Friday 22nd July 2022. Students will not attend school on this day. 
 
The purpose of such days is multifaceted for teachers. It may be used for the development of planning documents; assessment; data 
analysis of student achievement; implementation strategies and creation of resources; curriculum development; understanding and 
exploration of emerging and changing DET policies and requirements, along with a host of other matters. After consultation with staff, we will 
prioritise how this day will be effectively used. 
 
Communication Strategy 

In the world of the 24/7 news cycle, social media platforms, expectant and changing events and lives, it can be overwhelming to gain a sense 

of where information is being provided in a school community and more importantly, what is actually accurate. Attached to this newsletter is a 

Communication Strategy we shared with the School Council recently. Importantly, it gives a great sense of where accurate information can be 

expected to be provided in a sensible and timely manner. 

Most importantly, within our resources, we strive to keep the calendar of our web site up to date at www.chathamps.vic.edu.au which we 
encourage you to refer to in relation to dates and events. 
 
I am pleased to advise further that we are exploring a new platform for our newsletter which will enable it to be readily and easily accessible 
on mobile phones. I hope to have this in place in early Term Three. 
 
Canteen – Term Three and Beyond 

An opportunity exists for an energetic and committed parent or others to seek a role in managing and developing our Canteen. If you have an 

interest in this regard, please email the Principal directly at christopher.cotching@education.vic.gov.au  More detailed information can then 

be provided to those interested. Applications for this position close by 4:00pm on Friday 8th July 2022. 

Junior School Council 

We are delighted with the work undertaken by our Junior School Council comprising Ella McPhee, Rose Clayton, Tim McGregor, Reece 

Middleton, Alex McDonald, Ryan Maclean, and Ryan Oswin who put two proposals to School Council on Monday night. The first involves a 

free dress day to raise funds for Cancer research after our students researched a number of cancer conditions. This will be held on Thursday 

21st July 2022. Our Junior School Council will provide more information early in Term Three about the details and colours to be worn and 

what they represent. Apart from being a valuable fundraiser, this will also educate our community about cancer and its manifestations through 

life. 

Then second of such days will be a Chatham Footy Day to be held on Thursday 15th September. Students will be encouraged to wear their 

AFL team colours or if they prefer, the colours of a sports team that is of interest to them. The gold coin provided will be directed to raise 

funds for the Fight Motor Neurone Disease. Again, these dates have been placed on the Chatham Calendar for your convenience. 

Family Statements for 2022 

These were distributed on Tuesday 21st June. These statements detail all payments made towards 2022 Curriculum Contributions items and 

other contributions. Outstanding amounts where indeed this is the case are also listed. If you have not paid your 2022 Curriculum 

Contributions, we ask that you do so immediately. These funds are crucial to the direct support of all students in our school and enable us to 

realise our educational provision for all students over the entire year. 

We hope that our students, staff, and families enjoy a restful and relaxed break over the coming fortnight and look forward to resuming on 
Monday 11th July 2022. 
 
Christopher Cotching 
Principal 

http://www.chathamps.vic.edu.au
mailto:christopher.cotching@education.vic.gov.au


  

  

The Chatham Primary School Council is looking to engage an independent 

Canteen Service Provider: 

  

Hours - 10 hours a week (service Friday’s for Term 3 – Term 4 neg) 

Remuneration $40 per hour – must have own ABN and GST reg (if appli-

cable) 

Certification – Food Safety Supervisor Certificate for a Class 2 Premises 

  

For further information please contact our Principal, 

Christopher Cotching 

0431 473 466 

christopher.cotching@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:christopher.cotching@education.vic.gov.au


  

 

 

 

 

COLLECTING YOUR CHILDREN DURING SCHOOL HOURS  
  

If you are collecting your child during school hours for appointments, etc, please 

email your child’s class teacher and the school office prior to 8:30am. 

  

Teachers do not access emails during class time. Please avoid collecting students 

during recess and lunchtime. 

  

When you arrive at the school to collect your child, please call the school office to 

arrange collection. 

  

Morning recess:    11:00 - 11:30am 

Lunch:                       1:30 - 2:30pm 

 
chatham.ps@education.vic.gov.au              Ph: 9830 1933          

mailto:Chatham.ps@education.vic.gov.au





































