
 

   Students Return to School - Term 2, Wednesday 27th April 2022 

 

There is a great deal happening in our school at this time as we finish what has been a very engaging and 
full Term. 
 

Just to recap on some matters at this time. 
 
Preparatory and Year 5 Buddy Picnic and Movie Night – Saturday 2nd April 

This was a wonderful Chatham experience. Well done to the Parents Club and the many parents who assisted here in order to 
bring this to fruition. Miraculously the weather held out, the grass was not too wet, and the film and food engaged all in 
attendance. At this time of writing, we are preparing for the distribution of the Hot Cross Buns and associated goods from the 
old Music room. It is such a positive uplift to have these experiences up and occurring. 
 
COVID Matters 

This of course continues to be our enduring focus as we endeavour to strike that balance between being Covid aware and 
instituting Covid Safe practices and on the other hand, trying to enable our school to operate as normally as is possible. With 
the colder weeks and months coming I am expecting some challenges in this regard and perhaps some higher awareness of 
COVID safe practices for us all. Please be advised that if you do enter the school office area you must wear a mask. On 
Wednesday I advised parents that a further tranche of RAT kits would be distributed on Friday 8th April 2022. These will be 
provided to each student and placed in each child’s bag. Additionally, through the vacation period I do expect to get a further 29 
air purifiers provided for our school. These will be placed along with others in classrooms and learning areas. 
 
Importantly please be advised that we have engaged a contractor to ensure that the filters on our air purifiers are cleaned every 
five weeks. 
 
Again, I will keep you informed about matters in this regard as directions from the Department of Education and Training 
become available in the coming weeks. 
 
House Cross Country – Macleay Park – Tuesday 5th April 

We were delighted with the success of this day for our students in Years 3-6. Again, we were assisted by Mr Marcus Bourne a 
former parent of Chatham who assisted to lead and direct the runners about the course. I convey our gratitude and appreciation 
of Mrs Jessica Wilson our Physical Education and Sports teacher who ensured a high level of organisation and attention to 
detail, which made this event so successful for our students and our school. Again, it was wonderful to see so many parents 
and grandparents in attendance who were there to encourage our students. Over the course of these sports events our 
students are getting a real sense of the Sports Houses and their identification with Nugent, Corbett, Fenton and McEvoy. On 
this occasion we congratulate the students in Corbett and the 150 students who participated in the course at Year 3 of 1km, 
2km for Year 4 and 3km for Years 5 & 6. 
 
We also look forward to 46 of our students at Years 4-6 participating in the District Cross Country scheduled for Tuesday 17th 
May at Anderson Park in Hawthorn. 
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Visit by Ms Peta Credlin – Political Analyst and former Chief of Staff to the former Prime Minister Hon. Tony Abbott 

On Monday 4th April our Year 4 & 5 students were delighted to be visited by Ms Peta Credlin. Our students at this level have been focussed 
upon Civics and Citizenship and therein Government. Ms Credlin gave an insightful explanation of a non-partisan nature regarding the 
structure of Government in this country and responded in great detail and with considerable clarity to the magnificent questions asked by our 
students. In fact, at the conclusion of the experience we both agreed that these were the most informed and considered questions asked by 
any students in our experience. Congratulations again to the work and preparations of our students and staff who made this such an 
engaging and valuable experience for our students. Ms Credlin was at Chatham at the bequest of her niece on this occasion. Included in this 
newsletter are some recounts of the presentation provided. 
 
Solar Panels 

In 2008 Chatham Primary School received a grant to install a number of Solar Panels on the roof of the main building. Recently the Victorian 
School Building Authority completed an inspection of these units. Whilst we would normally expect them to contribute about 7kW of electricity 
per day this was recently determined to be around 2kW. Whilst we are pleased, they are working these panels do require periodic cleaning 
and given their location at the top of the main building this is difficult. I expect that we may consider in time the plausibility of having units 
placed in an area that is more accessible for the longer term. I expect that in the next twelve months we may have some interest in pursuing 
such opportunities. Currently we have twelve of such panels on the northern face of the upper roof of the main building. 
 
Professional Practice Days – Terms 2 

Please be advised that in usual circumstances we have four Curriculum Days per year. The remaining days are scheduled for Friday 20th 
May, Friday 26th August and Friday 18th November.  
 
Nevertheless, as part of their professional and industrial entitlements teachers are also usually entitled to one Professional Practice Day per 
Term. This day is used for a range of purposes including planning curriculum documents, student assessment, writing report and amongst 
other matters, meeting a range of compliance requirements. When this has occurred in the past teachers are usually replaced by Casual 
Relief staff. Currently this is problematic given a dire shortage state-wide of Casual Relief Teachers. 
 
For Term 2, 2022 the Department of Education and Training has decreed that there will be a common Professional Practice Day for all 
teachers. They have indicated that such a day will be pupil free. After consultation with School Council and staff I have determined that this 
day will be Tuesday 26th April. 
 
Students will therefore return to school for Term Two on Wednesday 27th April. 
 
School Assembly – Thursday 7th April 2022 

Yesterday we were delighted to be visited by the Hon. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Treasurer and Member for Kooyong. The purpose of the 
visit was for Mr Frydenberg to witness the completion of the two Federally funded projects at the front of the school. These included the 
School Amphitheatre and the Plant Biodiversity Project. These two projects attracted $30,000 in Federal funding and were further achieved 
by the contribution of the Parents Club and approval of the School Council with over $20,000 contributed in this regard. Apart from providing 
significant enhancement to the look and ambience of the school these projects continue to provide magnificent practical opportunities. Again, 
I congratulate our Year 6 students on the quality of presentations provided yesterday. 
 
Shade Sail Structure completed 

We are delighted to advise that this project was completed early this week with the installation of three sets of tables and associated seating. 
This was funded by the State Government through a $25,000 grant and designed to function as an Outdoor Learning Space. We look forward 
to making use of this structure for this purpose. Please be advised that the material and colour was chosen carefully to assist with natural 
lighting requirements, but at the same time, providing in excess of 99% protection from harmful UV rays. Again, this will be a wonderful 
community facility for use out of school hours and for a range of school community purposes. 
 
Again, we have an extraordinarily demanding and engaged time this Term. I am grateful that the COVID disruptions relative to others, have 
been significantly less, and hope that this remains the case in Term 2. We look forward to our students returning on Wednesday 27th April to 
begin Term 2. 
 
Christopher Cotching 
Principal 



  



  
 











Incursion with Peta Credlin  
 
On the 4th of April 2022, Peta Credlin came to Chatham PS to talk to the Year 4/5s 
about democracy, government, and politics. Peta was inspiring, knowledgeable and 
lots of the Year 4/5s had questions. Some of the questions were about the Lower 
House and Senate, the difference between a Prime Minister and a President, voting, 
Parliament, and the different benches in the House of Representatives. Peta also 
talked to the Year 4/5’s about her career and former job as Chief of Staff to former 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott. Thank you, Peta, for coming to Chatham PS and in-
spiring us all. 
 
-Emily Wong 4/5Y 
























